Cecal necrosis in the dialysis-dependent patient.
Necrosis of the cecum occurs in various settings, including low-flow states. Cecal necrosis in two dialysis patients with documented, sustained hypotension is presented. Spontaneous left colon perforations, which have been previously reported in renal failure patients, were considered secondary to distention from constipation. The cecum may be more susceptible to ischemia than the remainder of the colon. Maximal distention develops at this point. With an associated low-flow state, in a possible watershed area, necrosis can occur. The diagnosis of cecal necrosis and perforation should be entertained in any dialysis patient with an acute abdomen. Early exploration may be necessary.